
 

The Curious Club 

Max, Lily, Sophie, and Ben were great friends, but lately, they all felt the same way—

bored. They spent their afternoons always doing the same old things… everything felt 

ordinary and dull. 

One afternoon, Max’s grandmother came over to visit. She was always full of stories 

about her travels, her quirky hobbies, and the fun things she used to do as a kid. She 

noticed the group of friends sitting around, looking bored. 

“You all look like you’ve lost your spark,” she said with a smile. “When I was about your 

age, I was part of a club. Not just any club, but a club for explorers—people who saw 

the world differently, with curiosity. We called it ‘The Curious Club.’” 

Max looked up, intrigued. “What’s that?” 

“Well,” she began, her eyes twinkling, “we made it our mission to ask questions, try 

new things, and see the world with fresh eyes. You’d be amazed at what you can 

discover when you’re curious.” 

The friends exchanged glances. The idea sparked their interest in this dull afternoon. 

Max’s grandmother leaned in closer. “I challenge you to explore something in your 

neighbourhood that you’ve never noticed before. See if you can find a story, a 

mystery, or even something beautiful that you’ve overlooked.” 

The friends looked at each other and nodded. “Let’s do it!” Sophie said, standing up 

with renewed energy. “We can be the new Curious Club!” 

They set off together, excited to see what they could discover. They began their 

adventure in the park and noticed some carvings on a big old tree. 

“This tree looks ancient,” Lily said, running her fingers over the carvings. “I wonder who 

made these marks.” 

“Maybe it’s a secret code,” Sophie suggested. “Or a message from someone who used 

to live here?” 

The friends gathered around the old tree, staring at the carving that read “M + D.” 

They had never noticed it before, and now their imaginations were running wild. 

“How old do you think this carving is?” Ben wondered, touching the rough bark. “The 

tree looks ancient, and the carving doesn’t seem new.” 



“What could ‘M + D’ mean?” Sophie asked, tilting her head as if the answer might 

appear. 

They tossed around ideas, imagining all sorts of possibilities—maybe it was from 

pirates, explorers, or even someone’s secret initials. Then, Lily paused, her eyes 

widening. “Wait a minute… My mum’s name is Mona and my dad’s name is Denis. 

They’ve lived around here since before I was born. Do you think it could be them?” 

The group lit up with excitement. “Let’s ask them!” they all shouted. 

They ran to Lily’s house, practically bursting through the door. “Mum, Dad, do you 

know anything about a carving on the big old tree in the park that says ‘M + D’?” 

Lily’s mum smiled and exchanged a knowing look with Lily’s dad. “Oh yes, that was 

us,” she said, laughing softly. “We were young. Denis carved it the day he asked me to 

marry him. It was romantic, though I was a bit mad at him for harming a perfectly 

healthy tree!” She shook her finger playfully at the kids. “Remember, don’t make Denis’ 

mistake and don’t carve trees, or I will be mad at you!” 

The friends were thrilled—they had solved their first mystery! “That was kind of fun!” 

Max said, grinning. “Do you want to find another mystery to solve?” 

They then hurried back to Max’s house. “Grandma!” Max called as they rushed inside. 

“Guess what? We solved our first Curious Club mystery!” 

Max’s grandmother looked up at them. “Did you now? Tell me all about it!” 

The friends explained everything. Max’s grandmother listened, nodding along, clearly 

delighted. 

“Well, look at you, little detectives!” she said, clapping her hands.  

“It was fun!” Sophie said, her eyes shining. “But now we’re curious about… well, 

curiosity itself. Do you know how it works?” 

Max’s grandmother smiled. “Ah, curiosity about curiosity—that’s the best kind! 

Curiosity isn’t just one thing. It’s like a big toolbox with lots of different tools, each one 

useful in its own way.” 

She continued, “There’s curiosity about people—wondering why your friend loves a 

certain game or what makes someone laugh. Then there’s curiosity about the world 

around you, like you just did with the tree. You ask questions about nature, history, 

how things work… even things that seem ordinary can become extraordinary with a 

little curiosity.” 

“There is also curiosity about skills and learning—how to make something, fix 

something, or try something new. It  keeps your mind sharp and your hands busy.” 



Max’s grandmother leaned in, as if sharing a special secret. “Listen carefully: The trick 

to keeping curiosity alive is to keep asking questions—never stop wondering why or 

how. Even if you think you know something, ask more. And don’t be afraid to explore 

things that are new or seem hard at first. The more you explore, the more curious you’ll 

become.” 

She added, “Also, be open to surprises. Sometimes, curiosity leads you in a completely 

different direction than you planned, and that’s part of the adventure. And remember, 

it’s okay to not have all the answers. Sometimes the questions are more exciting than 

the answers themselves.” 

  

From that day on, the Curious Club met regularly, turning their peaceful 

neighbourhood into a playground of endless questions. They became little explorers 

and adventurers, always eager to learn. One time, they even built a small robot out of 

recycled materials, tinkering until they got it to work. 

Each adventure taught them something new—not just about the world, but about 

themselves. They learned the importance of asking questions, trying new things, and 

not being afraid to make mistakes. Their curiosity began to spill into their daily lives, 

making schoolwork more exciting and deepening their friendships. 

Curiosity, they realized, was the key to turning every day into an adventure. 

 

Note for Teachers 
"The Curious Club" tale highlights the importance of curiosity as a driving force for 

lifelong learning and well-being. Research shows that children’s curiosity tends to 

decline over time, yet those who maintain it into adolescence and adulthood often 

experience higher levels of well-being and success. This story encourages students to 

embrace curiosity by exploring their surroundings, asking questions, and trying new 

things. 

By solving the mystery of the tree carving, the children learn that curiosity can make 

everyday life more engaging and enjoyable. It teaches them that asking questions and 

exploring their environment can lead to unexpected discoveries and personal growth. 
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